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Get Your Mind Out of the Gutter! (and other design fundamentals)

Overview and Rationale:

Journalism I students need to know the basic terms, functions, and layout of a newspaper.  This lesson gives students insight into what the basic terms and locations of the basic newspaper design.

Goals for Understanding:

Students will be able to:

-Use the correct terminology when speaking about newspaper design and layout

-Understand the purpose of the design of the newspaper page

Essential Questions:

-How are each of the different parts of a newspaper important to its form and function?

Critical Engagement questions:

-What are the various parts of a newspaper’s design?

-What does each part of the paper’s design do for the reader?

-Why is each part of the page important to the entire newspaper?

Activity 1 (One 45-minute class)

-Begin by showing a brief clip from “The Paper” or “All the President’s Men”  (edited for language) or a brief video/audio clip of a real live newsroom discussion. Ask the students to record any terms, words, and phrases that they don’t understand.

-The teacher will then record on the overhead all the terms that the students recorded and ask for other terms that they might have heard outside the movie or that they know to be part of the basic design of a newspaper.

-The teacher will pass out a vocabulary list of basic design terms. 

-The teacher will then ask students to think about what each of those terms mean and where they might be located on a newspaper page.

-The teacher will put a copy of the front page of a local newspaper on the blackboard and ask volunteers to get up and label where they think each of the basic design terms are located.

-Teacher will wrap up class by distributing copies of local, regional, or national newspapers to each student and asking them to write a brief reaction to the layout of the front page and label it for homework.

Activity 2 (One 45-minute class)

-Teacher will begin class with a brief discussion of students’ homework assignment.  What their reactions were, why, and who found what and where, comparing it with peers.

-Teacher will pass out highlighters to each student and instruct them to highlight and label directly on their newspaper the various terms that will be defined/discussed. Students should also be instructed to write any additional notes on their vocabulary handouts.

-Teacher will go over each of the terms from the handout and show students where it is located on the page by highlighting and labeling the newspaper on the blackboard.  Teacher will prompt students to think about the purpose of each of these terms and discuss as a class.

-Teacher will wrap up class by reviewing each of the terms discussed.

Assessment (One 45-minute class)


Students will break into small (3-4 person) groups and be given various materials including poster paper, crayons, markers, scissors, glue sticks, copies of newspapers, etc. Students will create a newspaper front page using any or all of the materials provided for them incorporating into their design all 20 vocabulary terms.  Grading will be based on: the quality of their design, their ability to accurately label each of the terms, the inclusion of all 20 terms, and the creativity of their design.  
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Vocabulary

Basic Design Elements
flag

headline

mug shot 

byline 

index 

cutline 

infograph 

folio 

jump line 

gutter 

sig 

standing head 

photo credit 

text 

sidebar 

columns 

typeface 

nameplate 

white space

photo illustration

